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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

January 3, 2021 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Flight Into Egypt—Coptic style icon 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL   While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks   Hymn 95 

 
1 While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 

 
2 “Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled mind; 

“glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to you and all mankind. 

 
3 “To you, in David’s town, this day 

is born of David’s line 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord; 

and this shall be the sign: 

 

4 “The heavenly babe you there shall find 

to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

and in a manger laid.” 

 
5  Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 

appeared a shining throng 

of angels praising God, who thus 

addressed their joyful song: 

 
6 “All glory be to God on high 

and on earth be peace; 

good will henceforth from heaven to me 

begin and never cease.” 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.     BCP 351 

People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
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Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

    Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is the only Lord. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 

commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 

 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.    Silence 

 

All    Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

 

GLORIA     Gloria in Excelsis     Hymn S-280  

 
1  Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

 
2  Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

 

3  For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 

Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your 

Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



~ 3 ~ 

THE FIRST LESSON    Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 

Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

 and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

 “Save, O LORD, your people, 

 the remnant of Israel.” 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

 and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 

 those in labor, together; 

 a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 

 and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

 in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 

 and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

 and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

 and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

 and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

 and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

 and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

 and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

 and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

 I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

 and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the LORD. 

 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE PSALM    Psalm 84 

 
1  How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts!  

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 
2  The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young;  

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

my King and my God. 
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3  Happy are they who dwell in your house!  

they will always be praising you. 

 
4  Happy are the people whose strength is in you!  

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 
5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs,  

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 
6  They will climb from height to height, 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 
7  LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;  

hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 
8  Behold our defender, O God;  

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 
9  For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room,  

and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 
10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield;  

he will give grace and glory; 

 
11 No good thing will the LORD withhold  

from those who walk with integrity. 

 
12 O LORD of hosts,  

happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

 

THE EPISTLE    Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 

that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 

come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL HYMN    Unto Us a Boy is Born     Hymn 98  

 
1  Unto us a boy is born! 

The King of all creation, 

came he to a world forlorn, 

the Lord of every nation. 

 
2  Cradled in a stall was he 

with sleepy cows and asses; 

but the very beasts could see 

that he all men surpasses. 

 
3  Herod then with fear was filled; 

“A prince,” he said, “in Jewry!” 

All the little boys he killed 

at Bethlehem in his fury. 

 

4  Now may Mary’s son, who came 

so long ago to love us, 

lead us all with hearts aflame 

unto the joys above us. 

 
5  Unto us a boy is born! 

The King of all creation, 

came he to a world forlorn, 

the Lord of every nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL    Luke 2:41-52 

 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when he 

was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they 

started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to 

look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 

said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you 

not know that I must be in my Father's house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. 

Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 

 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

SERMON     Fr. Dcn. Gary Stoddard 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED          BPC 358 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
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heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         BCP 387 

 

Leader   Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People   That we all may be one. 

 

Leader   Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People   That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

Leader   We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

People   That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

Leader   We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People   That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Leader   Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People   That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Leader   Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People   That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Leader   Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People   Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

  

Leader   We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People   May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Leader   We pray for our own needs and those of others.      Silence 

 

Leader   Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: help us to ask only what accords 

with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us 

for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you.  

 

 

OFFERTORY           (Instrumental) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

COMMUNION FROM THE RESERVE SACRAMENT 

 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC          (Instrumental) 

 

 

RECESSIONAL     The Snow Lay on the Ground    Hymn 110 

 
1  The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, 

when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 

2 ‘Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne, 

that brought into this world the God made man. 

She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem; 

the ass and oxen shared the roof with them.  
 

3  Saint Joseph, too, was by to tend the child; 

to guard him, and protect his mother mild; 

the angels hovered round, and sang this song, 

Venite adoremus Dominum.  
 

4  And thus that manger poor became a throne; 

for he whom Mary bore was God the Son. 

O come, then, let us join the heavenly host; 

to praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 


