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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 29, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.” Mark 13:26 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed    Hymn 616 

 
1  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 

great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

 
2  He comes with succor speedy 

to those who suffer wrong, 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 

were precious in His sight. 

 

3  He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in His path to birth; 

before Him on the mountains 

shall peace, the herald, to; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

 
4  Kings shall bow down before Him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore Him, 

His praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 
     continued… 
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5  O’er every foe victorious, 

He on His throne shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, 

all blessing and all blest; 

the tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand for ever, 

his changeless Name of Love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

All Sing  Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 

great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both 

the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth 

with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE FIRST LESSON    Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
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We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 

or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE PSALM    Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

 

All  Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

Cantor  O shepherd of Israel, hear us, enthroned on the cherubim, shine forth. 

Rouse up your might and come to save us. 

 

All  Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

Cantor  God of hosts, turn again, we implore; look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your right hand has planted,  

the son of man you have claimed for yourself. 

 

All  Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

Cantor  May your hand be on the man at your right hand,  

the son of man you have confirmed as your own. 

And we shall never forsake you again; give us life that we may call upon your name.  

 

All  Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

 

 

THE EPISTLE    1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 

is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL HYMN    Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding    Hymn 59

 
1  Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. 

“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say; 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

O ye children of the day.” 
 

2  Wakened by the solemn warning, 

from earth’s bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 
 

3  Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven; 
 

4  so when next he comes with glory, 

and the world is wrapped in fear, 

may he with his mercy shield us, 

and with words of love draw near. 
 

5  Honor, glory, might, and blessing 

to the Father and the Son, 

with the everlasting Spirit, 

while unending ages run. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL    Mark 13:24-37 

 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

People   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of heaven. 
 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he 

is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 

have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going 

on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 

when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 

Keep awake.” 

 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON     Fr. Dcn. Gary Stoddard 
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THE NICENE CREED           

 

All    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible; 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and 

the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 

the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and 

the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father 

and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spake by 

the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

Celebrant  Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 

supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 

divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 

truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the 

truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by their life 

and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy 

Sacraments. 
 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 

thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 

and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace 

of the world. 
 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 

in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 

bounty. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor _______ and 

all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other  adversity. 
 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants Departed this life in thy faith and fear 

especially__________, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; 

and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of __________ and of all thy saints, that 

with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  
 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only mediator and advocate.  

Amen. 

 

Celebrant    Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.    Silence 
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All    Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant     Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 

all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon 

and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And with thy spirit.  
 

 

OFFERTORY    O Heavenly Word, Eternal Light   Hymn 63 

 
1  O heavenly Word, eternal Light 

begotten of the Father’s might, 

who in these later days wast born 

for blessing to a world forlorn; 
 

2  pour light upon us from above, 

and fire our hearts with ardent love, 

that, as we hear thy truth today, 

all wrong desires may burn away; 
 

3  and when, as judge, thou drawest nigh 

the secrets of our hearts to try, 

to recompense each hidden sin 

and bid the saints their reign begin; 
 

4  O let us not, for evil past, 

be driven from thy face at last, 

but with thy saints for evermore 

behold thee, love thee, and adore. 
 

5  To God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Spirit, ever One, 

praise, honor, might, and glory be  

from age to age eternally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Sing  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 

Praise Him above the Heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People    And with thy spirit. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Celebrant  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
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Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 

thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,   
 

All Sing  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant  All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst 

give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made 

there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 

and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 

command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his 

coming again. 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for 

many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 

Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 

innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 

vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of 

bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 

institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body 

and Blood. 
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 

Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our 

sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 

reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others 

who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 

and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 

one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 
 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 

beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning 

our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 

Father Almighty, world without end.  AMEN.  
 

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
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All    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

 

All Sing  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.   

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.  

 

Celebrant  We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us 

therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 

that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 

    The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   O Very God of Very God    Hymn 672 

 
1  O very God of very God, 

and very Light of Light, 

whose feet this earth’s dark valley trod 

that so it might be bright: 
 

2  Our hopes are weak, our fears are strong, 

thick darkness blinds our eyes; 

cold is the night; thy people long 

that thou, their Sun, wouldst rise. 
 

3  And even now, though dull and gray, 

the east is brightening fast, 

and kindling to the perfect day  

that never shall be past. 
 

4  O guide us till our path is done, 

and we have reached the shore  

where thou, our everlasting Sun, 

art shining evermore! 
 

5  We wait in faith, and turn our face 

to where the daylight springs, 

till thou shalt come our gloom to chase, 

with healing in thy wings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

All    Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; 

and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 

company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. 

And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may 

continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to 

walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the  Holy Ghost, be all 

honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you forever. Amen.  
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RECESSIONAL     Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending    Hymn 57 

 
1  Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

2  Every eye shall now behold him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

3  Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshipers; 

with what rapture, with what rapture, 

with what rapture, 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4  Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the power and glory; 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 

 


