
Church of the Epiphany 

The Seventeenth Sunday 
After Pentecost 

September 24, 2023—10:30 am 



 

A Note To Our Guests:  

     Welcome to Epiphany, we are glad to have you join us this morning as 
we celebrate Holy Eucharist!  

     Guests sometimes worry about what to do next...where to turn in the 
book and whether to stand, sit or kneel. From time to time you will receive 
page number guidance from the clergy, and you may watch to see what 
others do. The “BCP” page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer, 
the black book. The “S” numbers refer to the Service Music in the front of 
the blue Hymnal 1982. But we invite you into worship and just to enjoy the 
service. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion at the 
Lord’s Table. If you prefer not to receive, but wish to come forward for a 
blessing, please do so, crossing your arms against your chest.  

     We are blessed to have you with us! So, sing the hymns, join in, and 
celebrate the joy of our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection!  

Again, welcome …We wish you God’s peace and joy! 

    Faithfully,  
    The People of Church of the Epiphany 

 

Church of the Epiphany 
100 Colorado Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80206 
epiphanydenver.org 

Rector 
Fr. Stace Timothy Tafoya 

303-229-0208 

Office 
office@epiphanydenver.org 

303-321-0813 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist (Rite  I) 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.—Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
 

Morning Prayer via Zoom 

Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

Cover image: The Beautiful Gourd Vine Shades Jonah—Mordicai Gerstein 1997 



The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 24, 2023 

Holy Eucharist - Rite II - 10:30 am 
 

A time of quiet reflection or personal prayer is requested prior to the service.  

3 

Processional   Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor  Hymn 596 
 
 
Opening Acclamation       BCP 355 
 
 
Gloria          Hymn S-280 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
First Lesson    Jonah 3:10-4:11 

 
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are 
a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you 
to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and 
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what 
would become of the city. 
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The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about 
the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry 
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 
But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned 
about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also many animals?” 

 
Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Psalm    Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18     
 
All  The Lord is near to all who call on him. 
 
Cantor I will bless you day after day, and praise your name forever and ever. 
  The Lord is great and highly to be praised; his greatness cannot be measured. 
All  The Lord is near to all who call on him. 
 
Cantor The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy. 
  How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures. 
All  The Lord is near to all who call on him. 
 
Cantor The Lord is just in all his ways, and holy in all his deeds. 
  The Lord is close to all who call him, who call on him in truth.  
All  The Lord is near to all who call on him. 
 
 

The Epistle    Philippians 1:21-30 
 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 
but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress 
and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 
when I come to you again. 
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Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether 
I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of 
the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For 
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but 
of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 
Lector The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Hymn   Lord, Be Thy Word My Rule   Hymn 626 

 
 

The Gospel    Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Lector The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 
So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 
then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as 
I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.” 

 
Lector The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon   Fr. Stace Tafoya  
 
 

Nicene Creed         BCP 358 
 
 

Prayers of the People       BCP 387 
 
 

Offertory    Grace and Peace   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Doxology            
 
 

Great Thanksgiving        BCP 362 
 
 

Sanctus         Hymn S-125 
 
 

Great Amen         Hymn S-146 
 
 

Fraction Anthem        Belmont  
 

Alleluia  
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast; 
Blood of Christ, shed for us, take in remembrance of Him. 

 
 
Communion Music   Calm Me, Lord    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calm me, Lord, as you calmed the storm; 
Still me, Lord, keep me from harm. 
Let all the tumult within me cease;  
Enfold me, Lord, in your peace. 
 
Calm me, Lord as you calmed the storm; 
Still me, Lord, keep me from harm. 
Let all the tumult within me cease; 
Enfold me, Lord, enfold me in your peace. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text © SPCK, Holy Trinity Church, Marylebone Road, London NW1 4DU. 
Used by permission from “The Edge of Glory.” Music © 1998 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 
Administered and sub-published in North America by GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. 

Grace and peace 
Grace and peace 
Grace and peace to you 
From God our Father 
And the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fernando Ortega | John Andrew Schreiner 
© 2006 Cerdo Verde Music; Curb Songs; John Andrew Schreiner 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1054396; CCLI Song # 4854694 
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    It Is Well   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
             
Post Communion Prayer       BCP 365 
 
 

Recessional    Singing Songs of Expectation   Hymn 527 

Grander earth has quaked before 
Moved by the sound of His voice 
Seas that are shaken and stirred 
Can be calmed and broken for my regard 
 

Through it all through it all 
My eyes are on You 
Through it all through it all 
It is well 
Through it all through it all 
My eyes are on You 
It is well with me 
 

Far be it from me to not believe 
Even when my eyes can't see 
And this mountain that's in front of me 
Will be thrown into the midst of the sea 
 

So let go my soul and trust in Him 
The waves and wind still know His name 
 

It is well with my soul 
It is well with my soul 
It is well with my soul 
It is well it is well with my soul 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Horatio Gates Spafford | Kristene DiMarco | Philip Paul Bliss 
© 2013 Bethel Music Publishing 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1054396; CCLI Song # 7021972 



We are a community of discipleship, healing and worship. 
We are committed to God, one another and 

the transformation of the world in Jesus Christ. 

DATE LECTOR CHALICE ACOLYTES 

9/24 Shirley Don Megan, Francis 

10/1 Don Shirley Luke, Jacob, Pascal 

10/8  John Martin, Amalia, Maddie 

10/15  Shirley Outshine, Excel 

News 
 

Sunday School —All children are welcome to join us upstairs at 
9:15am! Ages 3-6 meet in for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
upstairs. Ages 6-12 meet in the Scriptorium room.  

 

Adult/Teen Class—All teens and adults are welcome to come to class 
in the St. Martha’s room at 9:30am. This Fall the adult/teen class 
will study ‘By the Rivers of Babylon,’ a study of the major prophets 
(Ezekiel, Jeremiah and Isaiah).   

 
 

Thank you to everyone who brought treats  
last week for Archbishop Martin’s visit!  

 
If you would still like to donate to the Bishop’s preferred charity: 
Universal Chastity Education, there are flyers available in the 

commons with details on how to contribute. 


